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Note by the Transcriber: Eduard Bernstein’s first article in his Problems of
Socialism series, which gave rise to the Revisionist Controversy, was
published in Die Neue Zeit, Vol.15 No.1, 28 October 1896, and carried the
title General Observations on Utopianism and Eclecticism. There is an English
version in H. Tudor and J.M. Tudor (eds.), Marxism and Social Democracy: The
Revisionist Debate 1896-1898, Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp.73-8L.
Bernstein’s article contains long quotations from an essay by John A.
Hobson, published anonymously as an introductory article in the
Progressive Review, No.1, October 1896. Hobson is referred to as “a lecturer
for the University Extension Society and the author of a very good work,
reviewed in this journal, The Evolution of Modern Capitalism (1894).” Ibid.,
p.78. Earlier, Bernstein had reviewed Hobson’s book in Die Neue Zeit, Vol.12
No.2, 1894, pp.504ff. See also the review by Lenin, published in May 1899
in the periodical Nachalo, No.5.

Bernstein’s second article in the series Problems of Socialism was published
as ,Eine Theorie der Gebiete und Grenzen des Kollektivismus“, Die Neue
Zeit, Vol.15 No.1, 28 October 1896, pp.201-213. It was actually a translation
of the present article by John A. Hobson, “Collectivism in Industry”,
Progressive Review, No.1, October 1896, pp.38-52, reprinted in Hobson, The
Crisis of Liberalism: New Issues of Democracy, London: P.S. King and Son,
1909, pp.114-132. Kautsky commented on it in a letter to Victor Adler: I
couldn’t find much to agree with in Ede’s second Problems article. Let us
hope that there is a third on the way. [The third article was called ,,Der
gegenwartige Stand der industriellen Entwicklung in Deutschland”, Die
Neue Zeit, Vol.15 No.l, 1896, pp.303-31L.] The Fabians will have to be dealt
with more vigorously, and in particular they must be made aware that they
are setting the consumers’ interest above that of the producers, though it
is the latter which is crucial. In the last resort, the position of the workers is
determined by their interests as producers, not as consumers, and the first
concern of socialism is to abolish the exploitation of the workers, not of the
consumers. This means that collectivism will certainly not be defined as
Hobson defines it, and someone ought to say so.” Kautsky to Adler
(extract), Stuttgart, 12 November 1896, in H. Tudor and J.M. Tudor (eds.),
Marxism and Social Democracy: The Revisionist Debate 1896-1898, Cambridge
University Press, 1988, pp.81-82.
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